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Formal Introduction of DesertXpress Project to CRCC,  
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Mr. ZHAO Guangfa, CEO,  CRCC (China Railway Construction Corporation) 

 



 

 

 



 

 

A Toast to the DesertXpress Project on October 14th, 2009,  

which Project is now called XpressWest and was formally announced to the Media on Thursday September 17th, 2015 



 

 

Meeting held at the Head Office of CRCC (China Railway Construction Corporation),  

Beijing, October 13-14, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



CHINA RAILWAY INTERNATIONAL U.S.A. CO., LTD., and XPRESSWEST  

TO DEVELOP NEVADA – CALIFORNIA INTERSTATE HIGH-SPEED PASSENGER RAIL SYSTEM. 

 

(Beijing, China, September 17, 2015 - Las Vegas, Nevada, September 18, 2015) China Railway International USA CO., LTD. and 

XpressWest have agreed to form a joint venture that will accelerate the launch of the XpressWest rail project connecting Las Vegas, 

Nevada to Los Angeles, California (the “Southwest Rail Network”). The Project will develop, finance, build and operate the 

Southwest Rail Network, with stations in Las Vegas, Nevada, Victorville, California, and Palmdale, California, and service throughout 

Los Angeles.  The decision to form a joint venture is the culmination of years of work and builds upon the significant 

accomplishments of XpressWest. 

 

Supported by $100 Million in initial capital, this new high-speed rail line (approximately 370 km(s) in length) will create new 

technology, manufacturing, and construction jobs throughout the interstate corridor and will connect Southern Nevada and 

Southern California which will drive new economic development and grow the tourism industry which is vital to the economy of the 

region.  The Project will serve as a model of international cooperation and will firmly establish a United States-based high-speed rail 

industry that will result in significant job creation throughout the Southwest with construction planned to commence as early as 

September 2016.  The Project will immediately undertake all necessary regulatory and commercial activities to advance the reality of 

regional high-speed rail in the United States.   Implementation will begin within the next 100 days.      

About the Companies: 

XpressWest is a private interstate high-speed passenger railroad company led by the Marnell Companies, and dedicated since 2005, 

to developing a high-speed passenger rail line connecting Las Vegas to Los Angeles.  Authorized by the United States federal 

government to build and operate the Southwest Rail Network, XpressWest has completed its required federal permitting work, 

obtained approvals from the Surface Transportation Board, and completed significant development work for the route, including 

completing the federal environmental review process.  Investment-grade ridership studies, a prerequisite for obtaining project 

financing, demonstrate the Southern Nevada-Southern California corridor is a robust market for future rail passengers. 

 

China Railway International U.S.A. CO., LTD. is a newly-formed Nevada limited liability company owned by a consortium of the 

world’s premier experts in designing, building, financing and operating high-speed passenger rail projects, including: China Railway 

International Co., Ltd, China Railway Group Limited, CRRC Qingdao Sifang Co., Ltd, China Construction America, Inc., CREEC 

USA, and CRSC International Co., Ltd. 

To obtain more information concerning XpressWest, China Railway International and the Southwest Rail Network, please review the 

following: 

 http://www.xpresswest.com/network.html 

 http://www.crecg.com/tabid/173/default.aspx 

 http://www.crrcgc.cc 

 http://www.chinaconstruction.us/ 

 http://www.cccme.org.cn/shop/cccme4855/index.aspx 

 http://creegc.com/Default.aspx?alias=creegc.com/en 

 http://www.creecusa.com 

 https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0723 

 http://www.metrolinktrains.com/stations/ 

 http://www.hsr.ca.gov/Newsroom/Multimedia/maps.html    (see Connecting California link) 

 http://www.hsr.ca.gov/Programs/Statewide_Rail_Modernization/Project_Sections/palmdale_burbank.html 

 http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/HDC/HDC_Draft_EIR-EIS/docs/00_Cover,%20Title%20and%20Summary.pdf.   

 http://www.metro.net/projects/high-desert-corridor/  
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Nevada high-speed rail panel moving forward with XPressWest 

 
Three train lines could meet in Palmdale, allowing passengers access to mass transit up and down California. 

By Daniel Rothberg Wed, Nov 18, 2015 (7:43 p.m.) 

During a three-hour meeting Wednesday, the five-member Nevada High-Speed Rail Authority unanimously selected XpressWest as the 

state’s franchisee for constructing a high-speed rail system that connects Las Vegas with Southern California. 

Four applicants competed with XpressWest’s bid but authority officials were in agreement that the proposal was the only one that met 

their evaluation criteria.  XpressWest officials said they could start construction as early as fall 2016. The project aims to link Las Vegas to 

Los Angeles. 

The board, created in May by Senate Bill 457, was charged with selecting a private developer to operate the rail system and was required to 

evaluate the applications based on the completion of environmental studies, level of private investment, pending regulatory permits, and 

how far the applicant is from the start of construction. XpressWest is now required to provide the board with progress reports twice a year. 

The board, in addition to reviewing the progress, can also help facilitate intergovernmental partnerships. 

The initial phase of the XpressWest project, which will link Las Vegas to Victorville, Calif., will cost $8 billion. “In high-speed rail terms, most 

projects are a lot more expensive than this,” said Nick Hann, an executive at the Macquarie Group working with XpressWest.  The line will 

mostly run adjacent to Interstate 15, offering roundtrip service for under $100. The project’s second phase will link Las Vegas with 

Palmdale, via the Victorville station. Riders will then be able to connect with Metrolink to take the train to Los Angeles. In its last phase, 

XpressWest plans to link its system to California’s high-speed rail. Its technology is interoperable with California’s. 

Earlier this month, the Las Vegas-based XpressWest project, formerly named DesertXpress, announced a $100 million investment from a 

consortium of state-owned Chinese companies. XpressWest officials said they do not plan to seek public funding from the state.   

At Wednesday’s meeting, XpressWest’s Chief Operating Officer Andrew Mack said China Railway International, the firm that has committed 

the $100 million, has a “deep and proven track record in building and operating and financing high-speed rail.”  Construction and 

implementation of the project is expected to take about five years, with both the Las Vegas to Victorville line and the Victorville to 

Palmdale line finished at the same time. 

Five applicants bid on serving as the state’s high-speed rail franchisee. The authority heard presentations from four of the applicants. One 

applicant, Nevada Intercity Passenger Railroad Co., did not present. Members of the authority said the other applicants had interesting 

ideas but were in agreement that the proposals did not meet their criteria. XpressWest has been seeking permits for years. 



 

High-speed rail project set for US 
By Zhong Nan (China Daily)Updated: 2015-09-18 09:36 
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A CRH train that runs on the Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway leaves Tianjin South Railway 
Station in North China's Tianjin, June 30, 2012. [Photo/Xinhua] 

Joint venture involving Chinese companies will build line connecting Los Angeles, Las Vegas  

A high-speed railway project between Las Vegas and Los Angeles will be built by a joint venture 

formed by Chinese rail companies and XpressWest Enterprises, a US passenger rail service provider, 

said a senior official on Thursday.  

Shu Guozeng, deputy head of the Office of the Central Leading Group for Financial and Economic 

Affairs, said the 370-kilometer XpressWest high-speed railway project, also named the Southwest 

Rail Network, will connect Nevada and California with advanced track and rail equipment. 

Construction is expected to start as early as September 2016, and the estimated investment 

amount for the project is $12.7 billion, Shu said at a news conference in Beijing. 

The agreement, signed days before President Xi Jinping's visit to the United States, is a milestone in 

China's efforts to promote its high-speed rail technology in developed countries. 

 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-09/18/content_21912934.htm#iscomment
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-09/18/content_21912934.htm#iscomment
javascript:doZoom(18)
javascript:doZoom(16)
javascript:doZoom(14)


"As China's first high-speed railway project in the US, the project will be a landmark in overseas 

investment for the Chinese railway sector and serve as a model of international cooperation," said 

Yang Zhongmin, chairman of China Railway International Co. 

XpressWest, formerly known as DesertXpress, is a private venture proposal supported by a Las 

Vegas-based hotel and casino developer to build a privately funded high-speed rail passenger train in 

the western US. 

According to the company's website, the project was approved in 2011 by the US Department of 

Transportation and other authorities to construct and run the service. 

The US company agreed last week to form a joint venture with China Railway International 

USA Co, a consortium made up of subsidiaries from State-owned enterprises including  

 China Railway Construction Corp,  

 China Railway Corp,  

 China Railway Rolling Stock Corp,  

 China State Construction Engineering Corp and  

 China Railway Eryuan Engineering Group Co. 

Luo Renjian, a researcher at the Beijing-based Institute of Transportation Research of the National 

Development and Reform Commission, said that in many parts of the US, passenger rail coverage is 

insufficient and there are financial problems with infrastructure development as well as legislative 

issues. 

"The announcement of this joint venture will enhance the image of both Chinese rail vehicle 

manufacturers and construction project contractors in the global market, as they competed fiercely 

with their Japanese rivals in sealing the deal with Indonesia and Thailand over the past eight months," 

Luo said. 

According to a statement jointly released by China Railway International USA Co and XpressWest on 

Thursday, both sides hope to accelerate the launch of the project, which has $100 million in initial 

capital and will create jobs in different sectors in the US. 

Xinhua contributed to this story. 

 

 

 



Taking high-speed trains across border 
Updated: 2016-03-10 07:27 

By Zhong Nan and Xie Chuanjiao(China Daily) 
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China-made high-speed train in Buenos Aires, capital of Argentina. [Photo/Xinhua] 

Chinese companies prepare to modernize rail systems globally 

The capacity to manufacture and export top-end high-speed trains and related equipment is giving a new sheen to 
the image of China, for long considered maker of low-quality, cheap goods like bags, shoes and lighters. 

Even foreign governments and corporate clients are sitting up and taking notice. 

China is in talks with more than 30 countries including the United States, Russia, Brazil, Thailand, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia and Iran about high-speed rail projects, said Wang Mengshu, a deputy to the National People's Congress 
and deputy chief engineer of China Railway Tunnel Group Ltd. 

"China's first high-speed rail project in Indonesia will arouse more countries' interest, which are keen to put their 
economic growth on a firmer footing through efficient transportation systems and regional connectivity," said Wang. 

China was selected by the Indonesian government to build the nation's first bullet rail link－the 150-kilometer 

Jakarta-Bandung link last year. It is responsible to construct the $5.5-billion high-speed railway line from Jakarta to 
Bandung in the Southeast Asian country. 

With the operational date scheduled for 2019, the project will be developed by PT Kereta Cepat Indonesia-China, a 
joint venture formed in October 2015 between a consortium of Indonesian state-owned companies and China 
Railway International Co Ltd, a subsidiary of China Railway Corp Group. 
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The project is financed through a Chinese loan provided by China Development Bank which provides around 75 
percent of the funding, with the rest arranged by the joint venture partners. 

"Even though China is a latecomer to the field in comparison with its German and French rivals, its rail equipment 
companies have thrived thanks to cost advantages, reasonable delivery times and flexible financing models," Wang 
said. 

Eager to compete with established rivals in Europe, Japan and Canada, China will further develop "smart trains", 
which apply intelligent technology that will allow trains' speed control, condition determination and fault detection to 
be performed digitally, Wang said. 

The Chinese government announced in September a 370-kilometer high-speed railway project between Las 
Vegas and Los Angeles will be built by a joint venture by Chinese rail companies, including China Railway 
Construction Corp, China Railway Corp, and XpressWest Enterprises, a US passenger rail service provider. 

The construction work between Nevada and California is expected to start as early as this September, and 
the estimated investment for the project is $12.7 billion. 

 

Two women stand by the model of a bullet train manufactured by China Railway Rolling Stock Corp at 
a fair in Jakarta, Indonesia. [Photo/Xinhua] 

As a result, China Railway Rolling Stock Corp, the country's largest train manufacturer, plans to deploy 
more resources and manpower in the global high-speed rail equipment market, especially in developed 
economies such as the US or the United Kingdom to fuel robust growth over the next decade. 

CRRC was formed by the merger of China's former top two train manufacturers, CNR Corp and CSR Corp, last year, 
a major step that the Chinese government took to accelerate reform of its behemoth State-owned enterprises, in a 
bid to push them toward gaining more overseas projects. 

Yu Weiping, CRRC's vice-president, said the company is ready to contribute to a new high-speed rail culture in the 
US, after it invested $60 million to build a new manufacturing facility to produce railcars in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, last year, after sealing a deal with the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority to design and 
supply 284 railcars for the Boston transit system's Orange and Red lines. 



"With high-speed trains traveling at a speed of more than 300 kilometers per hour, it will help the US to change the 
situation of that country's ground commuting systems that have long been dominated by automobiles," said Yu. 

The entire range of CRRC's products, including diesel locomotives, electric multiple units and light-rail vehicles, has 
been exported to nearly 100 countries and regions. 

Yu said the company's next step is to gradually switch focus from product exports to capital and technology exports 
in the global market. 

CRRC is preparing to export bullet trains for a high-speed rail project in Russia that would connect Moscow to 
Kazan. The length of the line is expected to be about 770 kilometers and will run through seven Russian regions 
with a total population of more than 25 million. 

The Chinese company has 46 wholly owned or holding subsidiaries and more than 170,000 employees. It has 
already built manufacturing facilities and maintenance centers in Malaysia, Turkey and Brazil. 

Sheng Guangzu, a deputy to the National People's Congress and general manager of the China Railway Corp, the 
country's railway service provider, said the Belt and Road Initiative will help China export more high-speed rail 
technologies and related products to a number of lucrative markets during the country's 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-
20). 

The initiative, proposed by China in 2013, is a trade and infrastructure network that includes the Silk Road Economic 
Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. 

The planned network connects Asia, Europe and Africa and passes through more than 60 countries and regions. 

"China will quicken the pace of promoting its railway standards abroad, especially in the markets along the Belt and 
Road Initiative," said Sheng. 

 

Rakes of high-speed train CRH380A lined up at Qingdao, Shandong province. [Photo provided to 
China Daily] 

 



"Because most countries along the Belt and Road Initiative, especially Central Asia, Southeast Asia, the Middle East 
and East Europe are planning to build high-speed rail lines or upgrade their existing railway systems, they are keen 
to acquire technological support from China to assist in the daily operations, maintenance, staff training and other 
services," said Zhou Qinghe, president of CRRC Zhuzhou Electric Locomotive Co, a CRRC subsidiary based in 
Zhuzhou, Central China's Hunan province. 

A Chinese consortium led by Third Railway Survey and Design Institute Group Corp was also chosen to conduct the 
feasibility study on a planned New Delhi-Mumbai rail project, a big step forward to the development of the Indian rail 
market. 

Another high-speed rail project in India, to connect Mumbai and Ahmedabad, both provincial capitals in the western 
region, was awarded in December to Japan, which had lost out to China in the race for the Indonesia project. 

China will support rail equipment makers in widening their global services and production networks in other regional 
markets during the 13th Five-Year Plan period, according to the Government Work Report delivered by Premier Li 
Keqiang on Saturday. 

China exported railway equipment worth 21 billion yuan ($3.23 billion) between January and October last year, up 
36 percent year-on-year, according to the latest figures released by the National Bureau of Statistics. 

"Widening the international sales network and manufacturing bases in overseas markets can help Chinese rail 
equipment, infrastructure and service providers enhance their localization abilities, as well as gaining political and 
public support through local employment," said Shen Danyang, spokesman for the Ministry of Commerce. 

Domestically, China had constructed more than 19,210 kilometers of high-speed railway network throughout the 
country by the end of 2015, building a solid foundation for an industry that can generate new market growth points 
during the nation's 13th Five-Year Plan period. 

 

 


